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EN ROULANT MA BOULE ROULANT

Performance possibilities:
1. Divide the choir into three groups 'A’, 'B', and 'C' (Not applicable if sung by three separate choirs where each
choir becomes a 'group')

2. Disregard 'A', 'B', and 'C' in the score, singing to m.54 in unison, and going into parts (and occasional unison)
until the end.

Feel free to adjust to the to the needs of the choir(s).
When singing the piece in TWO parts, omit the 'B' voice. (In the refrain to v.9 the 'C' voice may be omitted)

The REFRAINS may also be sung with ‘echos’ being taken by a group (or choir) different from that singing
the pre-'echo' phrase.

TRANSLATION

This is a song from France as adapted by Québecois pioneers. It could have been a children's song,
or possibly a 'canoe song' sung to maintain even paddling, as well as to make a trip more interesting.

En roulant ma boule roulant
Roll on, my ball, roll on

Derriér' chez nous, ya-t-un étang
Behind our house there is a pond

Trois beaux canards s'en vont baingant
Three beautiful ducks are swimming

Trois beaux canards s'en vont baignant
Three beautiful ducks are swimming

Le fils du roi s'en va chassant
The son of the king (prince) is hunting

Avec son grand fusil d'argent
With his big silver gun

Visa le noir, tua le blanc
He aims at the black one but kills the white

O fils du roi, tu es méchant!
O son of the king, you are mean!

D'avoir tué mon canard blanc
1o have killed my white duck

Par dessous l'aile il perd son sang
Under the wing he is losing blood

Par les yeux lui sor'nt des diamants
From the eyes emerge diamonds

Et par le bec I'or et l'argent
And from the beak, gold and silver

Toutes ses plum's s'en vont au vent
All its feathers fly with the wind

Trois dam's s'en vont les ramassant
Three ladies gather them up

C'est pour en faire un lit de camp
1o make a camp bed (cot)

Pour y coucher tous les passants.
For sleeping by all who pass by.
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HOW THE PIECE WORKS:

The piece starts with a piano introduction followed by the introductory refrain En roulant ma boule roulant.
Then comes verse 1 in C followed by its refrain. Then verse 2 is sung, but now a semitone below the last
(i.e. in B) followed by its refrain.

Each subsequent verse/refrain moves down by a semitone, finally reaching G in verse 6. After the 6th. verse
the tonality then rises by a semitone for each verse/refrain, passing through C (verse 11), then to C#, finally
finishing in the key of D with verse 13.

The accompaniment for each SET of verses in the same key is virtually identical, (e.g. v. 3 and v. 9, both in
Bb, are similar) as is the vocal part writing. The verses may be sung by different groups/trios,soloists, etc.
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En rovlant ma boule rovlant
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